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8 p.m. @ Bramlage Coliseum 

Big 12 race comes down 
to three major contenders 



Emily DeShazer | Collegian 

The team watches coach Bruce Weber draw up a play during a timeout on Saturday in Bramlage Coli- 
seum. The Wildcats remain in a three-way tie for first in the Big 12 Conference after a win over Baylor 
and hope to remain there after tonight's game against West Virginia. 




Adam Suderman 



With a six-game schedule 
remaining in conference play, 
Big 12 mens basketball is the 
scene of an unexpectedly tight 
race. A three-way tie currently 
exists between Kansas, winner 
of eight-straight Big 12 titles, K- 
State and Oklahoma State. 

Could any of these teams 
drop in the conference rank- 
ings? Yes. In fact, each team has 
shown itself capable of hitting a 
drought. With a two-game gap 
now sitting in between the three 
leaders and the other seven 
teams in the Big 12, a closing of 
the gap seems less likely. 

Sitting with five conference 
losses, the ankle-biters Baylor, 
Iowa State and Oklahoma can 
only hope the top three find 
ways to topple backward. Each 
of these teams has shown glar- 
ing deficiencies in recent play 
that provide plenty of reasons 
for skepticism. 

Iowa State and Baylor rank 
as two of the most efficient of- 
fensive teams in the conference, 
if not the nation. Unfortunately 
for these two teams, offense 



doesn't paint the full picture or 
automatically hand over a vic- 
tory. With an inability to guard 
the paint, a team with a good 
post unit would be fully capable 
of consistently exploiting the 
Cyclones. 

As proven in K- State's 81-61 
win over the Bears on Saturday, 
holding on to the ball hasn't 
been an easy task for the folks 
from Waco. Their 19 turnovers 
won't win the Bears many 
games and point guard Pierre 
Jackson's ability to score is being 
offset by the seniors ball-han- 
dling woes. 

With zero games remaining 
against the conference's top 
three, Oklahoma finds itself 
in the most peculiar of situa- 
tions. Losing one of their top 
scoring threats in freshman 
guard Buddy Hield won't make 
the process any easier for the 
Sooners. An opportunity to pull 
out a victory in Stillwater fell 
through Oklahoma's fingers, and 
the Sooners can now only sit 
and hope for a few breaks in the 
final stretch of the conference 
season. 

Has Kansas found its way out 
of the woes that brought a three- 
game losing streak just a few 
weeks ago? A Wednesday night 
matchup with the Cowboys in 
Stillwater will answer that ques- 
tion. After two strong perfor- 
mances within the confines of 
Allen Fieldhouse, it appears the 
Jayhawks have built themselves 



back. 

Of the top three teams, the 
Cowboys have the best op- 
portunity to make noise and 
pave their way to a conference 
championship. Beating teams 
on the road has proven to be 
very difficult this season and 
getting to host both Kansas and 
K-State will give them an added 
advantage. 

Sitting at 20-5 and 9-3 in con- 
ference games, K-State enters 
the final stretch as a team that 
carries significant potential. Fol- 
lowing one of his strongest — if 
not the strongest — games of his 
career, sophomore point guard 
Angel Rodriguez continues to 
show just how capable he is of 
running the Wildcats' offense. 
With the ongoing emergence 
of junior guard/forward Shane 
Southwell, the Wildcats have de- 
veloped yet another weapon for 
Rodriguez to feed through his 
trademark drives to the basket. 

If there is anything that has 
been shown through the 2012- 
13 Big 12 Conference slate, it's 
that anything can happen on 
any given night. However, the 
likelihood of a team outside of 
the Sooner and Sunflower states 
winning the regular season 
conference championship has 
quickly diminished. 

Adam Suderman is a junior in 
print journalism. Please send com- 
ments to sports@kstatecollegian. 
com. 
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By the numbers 



Nicolas Wahl 
staff writer 

The number of seasons 

IBob Huggins coached at 
K-State 

Huggins led the 2006- 
07 Wildcats to the NIT ; the first 
postseason berth for the pro- 
gram since an NCAA run in 
1996. Huggieville was short lived 
though, as Huggins went home 
to his alma mater West Virginia 
after just one season. Huggins 
returns tonight to Bramlage Coli- 



1.54 



the ball away an average of 14.3 
times per game in conference 
play in 2012-13. 

The number of K- 
S ^ j State wins during 
the only season that 
Huggins was at the Wildcats' 
helm 

K-State head coach Bruce 
Weber has led the Wildcats to a 
20-5 record thus far this season. 
A win over West Virginia would 
give K-State 21 on the year and 
leave Weber just two shy of Hug- 
gins' record for a first-year head 
coach. 



K-State' s 
i assist to turn- 
over ratio on 
the season 

K-States assist to turnover 
ratio is top in the Big 12 this 
season, but West Virginia is 
second in the conference at 
turning opponents over, taking 



36.3 



West Vir- 
ginia's offen- 
sive rebounding percentage 

K-State is top in the confer- 
ence in overall offensive re- 
bound percentage this season at 
37.9 percent, but if the Wildcats 



are to be successful, an advan- 
tage on the offensive boards 
is critical. The Wildcats were 
beaten on the offensive boards 
in each of their five losses this 
season, and any team coached 
by Huggins understands how to 
attack the offensive glass. 

A K-State's 
£L shooting per- 
■ ■ centage from 
3-point range this season 

The Wildcats lead the Big 12 
in 3-point shooting this year, 
and are coming off of back-to- 
back impressive performances 
from deep. K-State has gone 19- 
of-44 for just over 43 percent in 
their most recent games against 
Kansas and Baylor. The Moun- 
taineers are middle of the road in 
the Big 12, giving up 34 percent 
3-point shooting against Big 12 
opponents this season. 







Emily DeShazer | Collegian 

Reaching to put a rebound back up, senior forward Jordan Henriquez adds a basket during his dou- 
ble-double on Saturday at Bramlage Coliseum. The Wildcats lead the Big 12 Conference in offensive 
rebounding percentage at 37.9, but West Virginia is close behind with 36.3 percent. 




Manage ALL of Your Finances from ONE Place 

m^neydesktop 



Ktuixft Summary far. FEBRUARY 2d 12 



GROCERIES 


B 


RESTAURANTS 


B 





$822 / $800 



BILLS + UTILITIES 



/$300 



$189 / $220 




Your 12 aiherbwlgfi litrw are trill in good thape. 



VIEW ALL BUDGETS 



Part of our FREE online banking service 

iPad and iPhone Apps A K-STATE 

Available! WW "Jedeml 

www.ksucreditunion.com I 785.776.3003 

CREDIT UNION 

2600 Anderson Ave. I 1455 Anderson Ave. Your community Credit union 



tipoff 

page T3 



the collegian 



monday, february 18, 2013 



3-pointers, defense keys to K-State f s success on the court this season 



John Zetmeir 
staff writer 

Bruce Weber said it himself 
in his first press conference as 
K-State head coach: when the 
Wildcats have the ball, they are 
going to be high tempo and 
shoot a lot of threes. This season, 
K-State has typically found suc- 
cess in games when they have 
had a strong performance 
behind the arc. This trend con- 
tinued on Saturday night, as In- 
state went ll-of-25 from long 
range. Baylor was not too far 
off from the Wildcats, finishing 
8-of-21. 

It was a two-man firing squad 
for the Wildcats from behind the 
arc as sophomore guard Angel 
Rodriguez and junior guard 
Shane Southwell combined 
to go 9-of-17 from downtown. 
Southwell started the season 
hot from long range, but saw his 
numbers take a dip in the last six 
games prior to Baylor. 

"Lately I haven't been follow- 
ing through, so coach told me in 
shoot around to do one-hand 
form shooting, and I did it again 
later in shoot around before the 
game started and it worked," 
Southwell said. 

Southwell is currently ranked 
third in the Big 12 in 3-point 
percentage, shooting nearly 45 
percent. In the Wildcats' last two 
wins, the team is shooting an av- 
erage of 47 percent from 3-point 
range. 

K-State is ranked second in 
the Big 12 in 3-point percentage 
at 36.2 percent, and has already 
tallied up 46 1 shots from behind 
the arc. Last season, under head 
coach Frank Martin, the Wild- 
cats shot 33.5 percent from long 
range, connecting on 183 shots. 
K-State is 16 3-pointers away 
from tying last years total mark 
with six regular season games 
left to play, not including tour- 
nament time. 

The three ball has been a 
factor in every big win K-State 
has gotten this season. Against 
then-No. 8 Florida, K-State shot 
41.2 percent from outside, scor- 
ing on 7-of-17 attempts. Two 
weeks later, in the Big 12 opener 
against then-No. 22 Oklahoma 
State, K-State scored 7-of-21. 

K-State has played six confer- 
ence home games this season 
with a record of 5-1. In the five 
wins, the Wildcats are shoot- 
ing an average of 41.7 percent. 
In the lone loss to Kansas, the 
Wildcats jacked up 30 threes, 




connecting on only nine. They 
lost to Kansas by 4 points. 

The second part of the equa- 
tion has been the Wildcats de- 
fense. In their nine conference 



wins, K-State is beating teams by 
an average of 10.4 points. Two of 
the Wildcats' three losses have 
come by 6 points or less. Their 
defense has put the Wildcats 



in a position to win just about 
every game they've played, but 
it comes down to scoring and, 
most importantly, hitting the 
outside shot. 



Emily DeShazer | Collegian 

Junior forward Shane Southwell yells to celebrate after sinking 
another 3-pointer in Saturday's game at Bramlage Coliseum. 
Southwell ended the game with 18 points after hitting six 
3-pointers in the 81-61 win over Baylor. 



Huggins returns for first time since 2007 departure to West Virginia 



John Zetmeir 
staff writer 

Its the game K-State 
fans have been waiting for: 
West Virginia head coach 
Bob Huggins will return to 
Bramlage Coliseum for the 
first time since leaving In- 
state to take a job at West 
Virginia after the 2006-07 
season — his lone season 
as head of the Wildcats. It 
was Huggins who jump- 
started the K-State pro- 
gram, bringing in players 
like Bill Walker, Michael 
Beasley, Jacob Pullen and 
Dominique Sutton. 

The Wildcats come into 
the game trying to stay at 
the top of the Big 12 Con- 
ference in the midst of a 
three-way tie with Kansas 
and Oklahoma State. The 



Mountaineers, on the 
other hand, are playing for 
pride and maybe an NIT 
bid. However, records do 
not reflect how tight this 
matchup could be. 

In their last meeting, In- 
state depended on junior 
guard Shane Southwell to 
put the nail in the coffin. 
The Wildcats trailed 63-64 
with 21 seconds left when 
Southwell stepped to the 
free-throw line, hitting 
both free throws. He then 
blocked West Virginia 
sophomore guard Gary 
Browne's layup with time 
expiring to seal the deal. 
Both Southwell and senior 
guard Rodney McGruder 
finished with a team-high 
17 points. 

"They are very physical; 
they crash the boards very 



well," Southwell said of 
West Virginia. "Its going to 
be a tough physical game. 
We've just got to use our 
crowd the same way they 
used their crowd to make 
shots. It gave them a boost 
in a way, and we've just got 
to use our crowd to get that 
boost." 

In last season's meeting, 
West Virginia handed the 
Wildcats their first defeat 
of the season in a double- 
overtime thriller in Wichita. 
When these two teams 
meet, it is bound to be a 
close contest. 

"They are very physical 
there is no doubt about it. 
They have great quickness; 
they have some inside pres- 
ence. It's a fine line. We have 
to be rested and fresh, but 
we have to be prepared," 



said K-State head coach 
Bruce Weber. "Big Monday, 
great crowd, great oppor- 
tunity to play a little better 
than a week ago." 

This will be K-State's 
second-straight week play- 
ing as part of ESPN's "Big 
Monday." Last week, the 
Wildcats did not fair well, as 
they went into Allen Field- 
house and suffered their 
worst defeat of the season. 
However, the Wildcats will 
have the home court ad- 
vantage this week. 

In the first matchup, 
both teams played almost 
identical games. What it 
came down to was the 
little things for K-State. The 
Wildcats only grabbed one 
more offensive rebound 
and tallied eight steals. 

Although the Wildcats 



had 10 more total fouls 
than the Mountaineers, 
West Virginia was unable 
to capitalize from the char- 
ity stripe. Going a meager 
12-for-22, the Mountain- 
eers left a lot of points off 
of the board with their poor 
free-throw shooting. They 
were able to shoot 50 per- 
cent from behind the arc, 
but only attempted eight 
threes. 

West Virginia has yet 
to win a conference game 
against a team with a win- 
ning record, and this will be 
one of their toughest trips 
of the season. 

courtesy photo 

West Virginia head coach 
Bob Huggins left K-State in 
2007 after only one season 
as the Wildcats' head coach. 





Mountaineers bring rugged style to Manhattan 




West Virginias resume really 
does not stick out that much, 
as the Mountaineers are only 
13-12 overall and 6-6 in the 
Big 12 Conference, just a game 
over .500. However, when you 
dig a little deeper you start to 
see a team that can give other 
teams fits. 



West Virginia does not have 
that one guy who can go out 
and get 20-25 points on any 
given night. Yet while they lack 
that guy, they do have as much 
balance as any team in the Big 
12, with seven players averag- 
ing at least 6.6 points per game. 

The Mountaineers' top 
scorer is freshman guard Eron 
Harris, who leads the team with 
9.2 points. In the last 10 games, 
though, Harris has taken it to 
another level by averaging 14.4 
points. In his rapid improve- 
ment, Harris has shown that 
he might just become that guy 
capable of getting 20 points a 
night in the future. 

While the Mountaineers do 



Where 

K-State 

gets engaged 

785-539-4422 
Next to Dick's Sporting Goods • showcasejewelers.net . 



not do a great job of scoring, 
one thing they do well is turning 
the game into a physical brand 
of basketball. 

Coming from the Big East, 
which is known for its very 
physical style, the Mountain- 
eers are like no other team in 
the Big 12. The rest of the Big 
12 plays more of an up-tempo, 
crisp style of basketball — the 
complete opposite of West 
Virginia. 

Even in their losses, West 
Virginia has done a great job 
of controlling the tempo of 
the game, as evidenced in the 
Wildcats' 65-64 victory over 
the Mountaineers on Jan. 12 in 
Morgantown, W.Va. 



They do a very good job of 
making the other team work 
for everything it can get on the 
offensive end of the court, and 
are going to battle for the entire 
40 minutes. 

The inside duo of West 
Virginia seniors Aaric Murray 
and Deniz Kilicli is one of the 
toughest in all of the Big 12. 
While they are not the most 
talented players out there, they 
are going to play an extremely 
physical game in the paint and 
try to wear the other team out. 

K-State fans know exactly 
what to expect from a Bob 
Huggins coached team. They 
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NO MORE 

Shaving, Plucking, 
or Waxing 

Ask us about 
GentleLASE, the safe, 
fast, & effective laser 
treatment for 
permanent hair 
reduction. 



Advanced Dermatology and 
Skin Cancer Center 
1 133 College Ave. Ste. E230 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
Call: 785-537-4990 
to schedule your appointment! 
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Make your first dance together that 
much more memorable 

Sign up for private couple Ballroom classes for your wedding 



1 785.537.2549 for more information 
11 24 Waters St. 
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STYLE | Expect physical, 
high-speed game tonight 



Continued from page T3 

are going to play hard for 40 
minutes, and force the Wildcats 
to go out there and play their 
best to win. 

These two teams have played 
twice in the past two seasons, 
each team winning one game 



with only 4 points separating 
the two teams. Look for another 
hard-fought game in Bramlage 
tonight, as that is just what Bob 
Huggins' teams do. 

Mark Kern is a senior in print 
journalism. Please send com- 
ments to sports@kstatecollesian. 
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Now you can buy the photos 
you see in the Collegian. 
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• Hookah 

• Hackey Sacks 

• Posters & Tapestries 

• Wall Hangings 

• Funky, Fun Clothes 

1128 Moro St. • 776.2252 • M-F 11-6:30, S 11-6 
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1 304 Pillsbury Dr. 




Your home for complete 
Kansas State sports coverage 



I log on | 

gopowercat.com 



• 1 ! ! 

Walk-in Medical 
Treatment 

Open 7 Days a Week 

Monday - Saturday 9a - 8p • Sunday 10a-6p 
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starting on page A9. 
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URGENT CARE 



East of the Wal-Mart Supercenter • 930 Hayes Drive 
www.kstaturgentcare.com 

785-565-0016 

Cash, Check or Credit Card Accepted • Accepting Most Insurances and Now Accepting Tri care 
No Appointment Needed • Avoid Expensive ER Charges 



RPA Entertainment 
and 

present 





SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 24th 

Show Starts at 8:30 p.m. 
Doors Open at 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets at thewareham.com 
or call 913-369-1404 
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Gentleman's dm* 

Open 7:30 pm to 2 am • 7 days a week 

18 8 Over Welcome 



Happy Hour I 

Every Thursday 
All alcohol 1/2 price 
7:30 - Upm 



urn Wednesday Night 

"W Amateur Night! 



Friday 

Free Entry from 7:30 to 
9:30 with KSU Student ID 
& Driver's License (21 + 
over) 

Saturday 

Free Entry from 7:30 to 
9:30 with Military ID 
(21 + over) 




THE WAREHAM 

410 Poyntz Ave. 
785.537.8646 
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1330 Grant, Junction City, KS 



